
 

 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 
     

     

   

Do we need the Electoral College? 

Supporting Questions 

1. What is the Electoral College? 

2. What are the pros and cons of the Electoral College? 

3. Does the Electoral College function today as it did originally? 



 

 

 

     

      
 

      

      
    

   
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

    

     

    
 

 
  

 
 

  

    
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
    

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

     
  

 

  

   

 

 

Do we need the Electoral College? 

Staging the Question View the You Tube Clip Does My Vote Count? and begin a discussion of how elections work. 

Supporting Question 1 

What is the Electoral College? 

Formative 
Performance Task 

Write a paragraph the Electoral 
College as it is used in America. 

Featured Sources 

Source A: What is the Electoral 
College? 

Source B: Schoolhouse Rock Electoral 
College video 

Source C: Why the Electoral College? 

Supporting Question 2 

What are the pros and cons of the 
Electoral College? 

Formative 
Performance Task 

Create a T chart to illustrate pros and 
cons of the electoral college. 

Featured Sources 

Source A: The Electoral College: Top 3 
Pros and Cons 

Source B: Chart of Pros and Cons of 
Electoral College 

Supporting Question 3 

Does the Electoral College function 
today as it did originally? 

Formative 
Performance Task 

Create a position in support or 
opposition to the question and 
support with evidence. 

Featured Sources 

Source A: Defending the Electoral 
College 

Source B: NPR: Critics Work to get rid 
of the Electoral College 

Source C: Why The Electoral College Is 
More Relevant Today Than Ever Before 

Summative 
Performance Task 

ARGUMENT: “Do we need the Electoral College?” Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, 
essay) that discusses the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from both historic 
and current sources while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION: Create an alternative plan to elect the president of the United States. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9H3gvnN468
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html
http://www.historycentral.com/elections/Electoralcollgewhy.html
http://www.procon.org/headline.php?headlineID=005330
http://www.procon.org/headline.php?headlineID=005330
http://www.procon.org/headline.php?headlineID=005330
http://www.procon.org/headline.php?headlineID=005330
http://academic.regis.edu/jriley/413electoral_college_pros-cons.htm
http://academic.regis.edu/jriley/413electoral_college_pros-cons.htm
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2012/11/defending_the_electoral_college.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2012/11/defending_the_electoral_college.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/view_from_chicago/2012/11/defending_the_electoral_college.html
http://www.npr.org/2016/11/17/502292749/critics-move-to-trash-the-electoral-college-but-its-not-likely-to-work
http://www.npr.org/2016/11/17/502292749/critics-move-to-trash-the-electoral-college-but-its-not-likely-to-work
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/why-the-electoral-college-is-more-relevant-today-than_us_583f08a7e4b048862d73fd
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/why-the-electoral-college-is-more-relevant-today-than_us_583f08a7e4b048862d73fd

